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cepted as a formal notice for to-morrow?
My, Scaddan : Yes.
Mr. SPEAKER : The hon.
ean move now, if he wishes.

member

Mr. Scaddan : Are we working under
the old Standing Orders?
Mr. SPEAKER : The proposed

Standing Orders have not yet heen ap-
proved by the Housc.

Ar. Seaddan @ Then in the circum-
stances I am prepaved to let the matter
drop.

Mr. Walker : As precedent can never
override our Constitation, we should
undevstand that henceforth we will abso-
lutely follow the course preseribed by
onr Constitution, and now let the matter
dvop.

ADJOURNMENT.

I'he House adjourned at four minutes
past 10 o'elock, until the next day.

TLegislative Council,
Wednesday, 7th August, 1907.
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Questions.
QUESTION—CADET FORCE, IN-
CREASE,

Hon., W. KINGSMILL asked the

Colonial Secretary: 1, What increase to
the Cadet Yorce at present existing in
this State is propesed under the new
Cadet Regulations? 2, What will be the
estimated cost of such increase, and over
how many years will this cost be spread?
3, Have the Government agreed to this
increase; or if nol, what action have
they taken? 4, Will the Minister lay
upon the table of the House the whole
correspondence dealing with this gues-
tion?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied : 1, The proposed increase from
120 te 510 Senior Cadeis, being an in-
erease of 300, and from 1,527 School
Cadets to 2,030, being an increase of
509, 2, The estimated cost of sueh in-
arease is £1,181. The full increase will
not be reached fur, say, three years:
Imt when the proposed establishment is
comiplete the annual inerease will be
£1,181, as above. 3, The Government
have not coneurred to this up to the pre-
senl, vide the Hon. the Premier’s note of
G/7/07, u which he says:—“We are
doing more than any of the States to
eneourage the cadet movement, by frank-
ing tle boys over our railways, but I
will uot approve of any additional ex-
penditure being entailed in connection
with the proposal to inerease the estab-
lishinent.” 4, Papers are herewith.

QUESTION—SEWAGE TFILTER
BEDS,

Hon. €. BOMMERS asked the Col-
onial Seeretary: 1, What effect has the
submerging of the filler beds on Burs-
wood Island by the present flood in the
Swan river had upon the foundations?
2, What effect will similar snhmergings
have on the working of the beds when
the sewerage system is in full work?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied : 1, The feundations for the filters
have heen in water for the last four
weeks, and there has been no appreciable
effect. 2, Similar floodings, which will
occur almost every year, will not have
any prejudicial effect upon the treat-
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ment. The Midland Junction Work-
shops filters are similarly situated, and
are partially submerged each winter. It
it found that the reduetion in filtering
capacity is much more than counter-
halanced by the presence of the large
bady of flood water which serves as a
dilutent. (The sewage from Perth with-
in the next two years is estimated at two
nilliom gallong; and the ultimate quantity
six million gallons; while the quantity of
flood water passing the treatment works
at Claisebrook at the present time is un-
donbledly not less than 10,000 million
aallons per day.) The filters will re-
furn to normal work automatically, as
the floods subside, as has already been
proved in connection with the filters at
the Midland Junction Workshops, where
experience has proved that bacterial effi-
cieney 15 i no way affected by the sub-
mergence, This site was coneurred in
by Mr. Davis (the Consulting Engineer)
who was engaged to report and advise,
with full knowledge of the probability
of the filters being flooded.

MOTION — ABRORIGINE PRISON
LABOUR AND TROPICAL PLAN-
TATIONS.

Hon. R. W.
{North) moved—

“That il is desirable the Govermment
should, at an early date, establish planta-
tions in swilable places in the North-West
LProvince of this State for the cullivation
of rubber, cotion, and other tropical pro-
ducts, where the lehaur of aboriginal
prisoners may be utilised.”

PEXNEFATHER

e said : The object 1 have in view in
moving this motion is to endeavour teo
remedy ilhe present treatment to which
the aborigine prisoners in the northern
portions of the State are subjected. The
firet ground whieh I wonld like to place
before members in justifieation of the
motion is that the northern portion of
our State is eminenily adapted for the
cultivation of many tropical products,
which would undoubtedly hinz in a
revenne far and away more than neces-
sary to sustain the industry and the ex-
penses necessarily incurred. It appears
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from inquiries I have been making that
in that parl of the State the rubber tree
is indigenous but 1t is not the exact
variety which obtaing such a world-wide
vepute in lhe markets of the world, such
as the Para. The Para rubber, which takes
its name from the purt fran which it is
shipped in Awmeviea, eommpands a wmuch
higher price than any other description
of rubber produced, but there are varions
deseriptions of rubber, smne of which no
doubt would to a great extent readily be
acclimatised n that part of the State and
he a big eommereial product, and T there-
fore desire to place befure the House and
their attention that it is necessary we
should endeavour to utilise this labour
which is at the service of the State, and
this elass of labour I think is more
adapted for the cullivation of these pro-
ducts than the purpose to which that
labour at present is put. The lahoar at
present which the aboriginal prisoners are
subjected to is the making and forming
of roads and repairing them; that iz a
elass of labour that on the face of it one
wonld sav the blackiellow ought to bhe
able to do, and no doubt he ean, but we
must bear in mind the eonditions sur-
rounding the man. I do not wish to
urge the question so much on the ground
of the bumanitarian principle as from
the utilitarian aspeet. Looking at the
men working in the chain gangs, as I
have done, trying to do their work on the
roads, they to a great extent are inconven-
ienced from doing their work as freely
as they otherwise would by reason of the
chains they have to wear. They ave, as
a rule, ehained two and two together ;
you can see at a glance when looking at
one of these gangs the elass of man who
has been in gaol for many years doing
that class of labour and the man who has
only just been admitted to the distinetion
of that work on the roads. The gait
undoubtedly is affected by it, the move-
ments are, and although the men may
look fat and developed, the spirii nature
has plaeed in them is pretty well subdued.
I do not understand that this mmnst be
viewed from the aspeet that some wish to
view it from, that if you do not chain the
prisoners and keep them in chains how
are you going to eontrol their movements?
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The same might be said about our white
prisoners ; if we do not keep them in
chains how are we to control their move-
ments, and the answer is by keeping them
in safe eustody. I do not think that is
a sufficient answer to subject these pri-
soners to chaing, mark you, night and
day ; the chaing are never taken off
thein, and they are snbjected to that
treatment hecause the State is nnwilling
to inear the expense of placing them
within efficient gaol walls or efficient cus-
tody. It may be said the blackman would
prefer to be chained than kept within
walls. On that aspeet of the case I do
not intend to venture aun opinion, but T
look at it from the eye of a person who
feels that a blackfellow is in substance
and in form in the scale of nature, our
hrother, although his eolour may bhe black.
And T ecannot help remembering that
theve is a feeling which has grown up of
intense dislike to the aborviginal of the
State hy certain people; but if those peo-
ple would only make themsetves acquaint-
ed with the eavly travels of the mariners
who sailed across the Indian oeean and
skirted this coast, they would find out,
as I have found out, that the trans-
eressions in the first place were com-
mitted by the white men on the black men.
Many years ago a hook was published
giving a record of the journals and leg-
books kept by Duteh skippers who traded
on this coast 200 years ago. This shows
that instructions were given by the Gov-
ernor General of the Netherlands States
that specimens of these peculiar people
should be obtained and placed on hoard
the ships to be sent home. I have this
book in my custody and it is open for
the pernsal of any hon. member. In it
the writer makes a very significant ob-
servation of an oceurrence which took
place on our North-West coast. The
captain of a Dutch ship describing the
ineident said that he was in search of
water and came across natives in the
North-West of this continent and, heing
anxious to obtain supplies, asked where
water could be obiained. The sailors got
within parleying distance of the natives,
and the latier led them to places where
they obtained plenty of fresh water.
After having obtained the water the sail-
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ors from the ship supplied the natives
with drink called arrack whieh was
sweetened with sugar. I believe this is
an intoxicating drink, although I have
never tasted it. The result was that
some of the natives hecame under the in-
fluence of the drink, and, while in that
eondition, were tied hand and foot by
the sailors and taken on board. The un-
fortunate natives seeing how their gener-
osily and fair treatment resulted, im-
mediately seized their weapons and at-
tacked the sailors, [Fon. R. F. Sholl :
With their hands and feet tied 9] No.
It was the friends of the unfortunate
natives who had heen taken away who
took up their weapons and attacked the
sailors. They were naturally mueh dis-
turbed at the sight of their friends and
relatives being talen away in this man-
ner. )

Hon. R. F. Sholl : You ave preaching
now.

Hon. B, \WW. PENNEFATHER : T am
not,

Hon. R, F. Sholl : Well, they are fairy
tales,

Houn. R, W, PENNEFATHER : They
are on record in the Duteh archives, and
the writer of the book puots this signifi-
cant foot-note to the storv: “A very pe-
culiar  reward for the generosity with
which these people were treated.” That
no doubt hegan the bad feeling hetween
the blacks and the whites, whieh has heen
perpetuated probably to this day, I can
understand that some peopie think that
the natives are only made to be kicked,
to be hooted ont of their road. So much
has this subjeet seized the public atten-
tion that it has passed beyond the con-
fines of this Stale, and has been brought
under the notice of the Imperial authori-
ties. I fail to see how any white man
with a spark of humanity in his breast
can justify the treatment of keeping
these prisoners in chains night and day.
What I would suggest is this, that the
Government should take steps to ascer-
tain whieh are the meost favourable locali-
ties for the eultivation of those tropieal
products to which the aboriginal prison
labour can be directed. The plantations
if established would he self-supporting,
and if the Government have to underzo



Aborigine Prison Labour

expenre in palisading these plantations,
then they wmust do it. To say that they
should net be asked to ereate the planta-
tions heeause it would he expensive and
that it would be cheaper to keep the na-
fives in chains is absurd. [Hon. R. F.
Sholl: How will you keep the natives in
the plantations 7] Thev will be kept
within the palisades. It is not vight that
they should be kept in c¢hains. The pun-
ishwent of ¢hains turr a white man is
only inflicted for a short period and
fur the worst eriminal offences, hut
these unforfunate devils ave kept year
after vear in chains. Some may say
that it is only a light chain round the
neck, but 7 have seen it round the loius,
1t is a ebhain all the same, and they are
not chained by themselves but to another
native. Perhaps if 1 had been inured
to seeing these sights frequently and had
lived in the locality for a long time—I
say, “perbaps,” but T do not think it
would be so—T might be like those who
are indifferent iv the feelings of those
unfortunate beings.

Hon, R. F. Sholl: \Would you have the
plantations at Beagie Bay?

Hon. B, W. PEXNEFATHER: There
are plenty of places along 1he coast. If
the interjector insinuates that the object
of my motion is to get the Government
either to farther subsidise that mission
or in any way to direet more natives
there, he is greatly and grossly mis-
taken. [flon. R. F. Sholl : That is the
best place for plantations.] I am not
guire sure that it was with that object
‘hat the hown. member threw out the
vemark., T am making this motion en-
drely on oy own aceount. and whether
[ shall veceive a seconderr or supporter 1
do not know. When I saw these men
in the condition I describe, T determined
that the first time 1 had an opportunity
»f riehting themy 1 would do so. There
should be many plantations in places
ilong the coast. At present the Govern-
meni take the natives from one pari of
‘he eountry and herd them in another
part where they are aliens, and the re-
sult is that af the first opportunity there
s bloodshed.  That is well known by
wery man up there. It would not be
qecessary or wise to make one place for
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the retention of these prisoners. They
should, as far as posible, be kept in
their own lovalifies, in the places where
they were born and bred. . I do not hesi-
tate to say that men engaged in the
stock and pastoral pursnits in  those
parts that I have visited, have treated
the aborigines well, Information in
that respect was supplied to me not by
one or two persons but from 14 or 15
different sonvees, and it was explained
to me why thiz was so. It was because
it is in the interests of the pastoralist
1o make friends with the natives, for
ihe latier nol enly preovide him with
labour but also prevent hostile natives
from making incursions on his property.
1 do not wish to worry the House by
making any undue exordium on the sub-
jeei, but simply to draw the attention

of members to the faet, which I
think they will all admit, that there
are nearly a dozen different pro-

duects that ecan be cullivated by labour
of this kind. If there is road-making
to be done it can be done in the ordi-
nary way, as in every other portion of the
country; but there are possibilities in
those districts for the cultivation of
coffee, aivowreot, pea-nuts, pine apples,
sweet potatoes, cocoaputs, tobaeco, jute,
dates, o1l palm, and rice. There are
numerous products whieh ean be mainly,
if not entively, raised within those lati-
tudes. I submit this metion with great
confidence to the House, for I feel sure
that the bulk of the hon. members sit-
ting here are actuated by feelings of
Lumanity, and that they will not permir
this State longer to be pointed out as
the one part of the British dominions
where prisoners are kept in  chains
night and day.

Hou. W. Kingsmill: The other States
do not make any prisoners—Queensland
for instance?

Hon. R. F. Shkoll : In the southern
seas the Brifish Government shoot the
natives down,

Hon. R. W. PEXNEFATHER: They
may shoot them down in other paris and
ihey have done that in these parts too
if T am not mistaken; but the day when
these people can be shol down with im-
punity is gone, and those who talk about
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shooting them down had better be careful.
That kind of talk will not be tolerated
in the British dominions now. [Hon.
R. F. Sholl : They are doing it now.]
1 deny that and will ask the hon.
member to point out any part where that
oceurs. 1t is no use talking in that
strain.  Evidently there is a feeling
abroad that there is to be no considera-
tion shown to these people and that they
are to be (reated like dogs. I for ene
will stand up on the floor of this House
and say that I protest against such treat-
ment. I shall do the best I can on all
occasions to alleviate the condition of
these unfortunate creatures.

Hon. R. F. SHOLL (North) : The
hoir. member, after his very great ex-
perience, proposes to commit this House
to a resolution that the Government
should at an early date establish planta-
tions in suitable places in the Novth-
West for the cultivation of 1rubber,
etcefera. If the hon. member, in bringing
forward his resolution, had suggested to
the Government that they should make
inquiries as to whether there were sunitable
places in the northern parts of this tern-
tory for the cultivation of these produets,
I should not objeet partieularly to his
motion. He has had great experience in
the North-West. He travelled up the
coast on a canvassing expedition, and he
had hardly time to make speeches. He
went ashore when the boats stopped at
the ports long enough to enable him to
do so, and now he comes back seized
with an enormous knowledge of what is
desirable for the natives in the North-
West. If the hon. member knew 2 little
more about the subject of which he is
preaching, it would be a great deal better.
If he knew anything about the question
he would know that it is guite impossible
to utilise the native labour, perhapssome
100 wmiles inland, for the purpose of
enltivating the areas. Even assuming
that the eountry was suitable for cotton,
rubber, and for tropical prodnets, it
would not be practical for any Govern-
ment to take the native labour there and
utilise it in the way suggested. Any one
who knows anything at all about the
natives knows perfectly well that they
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must he kept under control, or it wil
be found that the white expert, on arriv
ing at the partienlar place where cultiva
tion is desired to be undertaken, wil
wake up in the morning and find all th
labour gone and only tools left bhehind
There has been a great deal said by thi
expert when travelling up the coast abou
the natives being kept in chains. N
one cares to see any person in chains
but if it is desirable to punish erime am
to keep the natives under conirol, it i
absolutely necessary that they should b
chained. They must be chained to con
trol them. The cbain may be light, an
I maintain, from my knowledge o
natives travelling long distances unde
arrest, it is absolutely necessary tha
they should have a light chain aroun:
the neck instead of on any other part o
the body. It is very well for the hon
reetnber, who mentioned this subject
his speech on the Address-in-Reply, t
come here with high-falutin’ nonsens
about the aborigines of the North-West.

Hon. R. W. Pennefather : Is the hon
member in order in aecusing me of lalk
ing high-falutin’ nonsense?

The President: I think the hon. mem
ber is not in order, if you feel the wor
to he offensive; and so he will withdrav
that.

Hon. B. P. SHOLL: Certainly: T shal
withdvaw anything. Still, T think 1
should he allowed to retain my owr
opinion, though I withdraw in accord
anee with the ruling of the Chair.
the Address-in-Reply the hon. membe
did a little high falutin’ regarding the
natives in the North. Anyone woulc
think he had been through the whole dis
triet, had studied the native character
knew all the abuses, and was preparec
to suggest something which wonld remedy
those abuses. He has never done any-
thing of the kind. I ean vead befweer
the lines the ojhect of this motion. Somc
people wish to get a few more conces
sions at Beagle Bay; and T would sug
zest to the Government that while they
should protect the natives in the Nortl
and make their imprisonment less irk-
some, they should also be more careful
not to allow any institution or any party
—publie, religious, or whatever it may
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bhe—io start stations in those parts, the
Government providing them with free
native laheur, and the Government pay-
ing fur that free labour. It is as well
that the Government should be on their
cuard in this matter, As for the hon.
metber’s gpeaking with  authority of
what the Government should do, and the
chaining of the natives, he has had no
exprience in the North at all. He puffs
out hiz chest and speaks with authority;
yet he bardly got off the hoat during
the whole of his experience in the Nurth.
Ife went ashore oceasionally, and made a
few speeches. The hon. member, speak-
ing un the treameni of natives, speaks,
I think, without any authority ov any ex-
perience whatever. He has said that re-
ports of the treatment of the nalives
have gone outside the State. I do not
thinl: e mentioned the House of Com-
mons, thonzh I know the subjeet was
brought up there by an Irish member.
But we read only this morning that owing
to =ome natives being killed in one of
the Tiji Islands, a British gunbeat landed
a punifive expedition which surrounded
the natives at night. The natives took
up iheir firearms, killed one marine, and
wounded a guide. But there was no es-
cape for thew. The landing party fired
a Maxim inte a camp containing, I
think, men, women and children. And
yet people complain because natives in
this Siate have to be kept under control

on a light chain while being brought

from many miles inland. The hon. mem-
ber never said anything about that puni-
tive expedition under the authority of
the British Government.  Possibly he
never read the telegram. The British
Government, before speaking about the
ill-treatment of natives in Western Aus-
tralia, had better turn their attention to
something nearver home. I hope mem-
bers will not commit themsives to this
suggestion by a gentleman whe has had
no experience whatever., It is very well
for him to tell us some tale that may or
may not be true, but our own people
are too fond of deerying the inhumanity
of setilers in the northern parts of this
countrv. It is very well for the hon.
member to say he believes what he bas
been told, and that the squatters treat
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their natives well.  Why dues he exclude
the squatters from s  denuneciation?
[Hon. K. W. Pennefather : Is not the
pastoralist a squatter 721 You say the
pastoralists treat the natives well. But
who treats them 1l if not the squatter
who employs thew 2 Therefore what is
the use of making a song about the ill-
treamenl of the natives, who are empluy-
ed by the squatiers 2 The hon, member
knows that the squatters have the votes,
and he must go up next year for re-elec-
tion ; and he hrings this high falutin’
wotien asking the House to eommit them-
sélves to his propusal or the authority of
an inexperienced person such as he. If
the hon. member had (abled a modest
nwtion to the effect that the Honse desirves
the Covernment to make inquiries as to
the suitability of eertain portions of the
North for the eultivation of certain tropi-
cal produets, with a view to utilising
prison labour, no one would have taken

any exeeption. [[fen. R. T. Penne-
father : My very motion.] Nothing of
the sort.  You do not ask the Government

to inquire ; you wish the House to com-
mit itself to a bald motion that the
Government should aet. [Hon. M. L.
Moss : Move an amendment.] I shall
not move any amendment. I shall vote
against the motion, because I think it is
absolutely ridiculous.

Hon C. SOMMERS ({Metropolitan) :
I ihink, if the hon. member will slightly
amend the motion, it will meet with ap-
proval. Iniead of asking the Govern-
wment to establish plantations, he might, as
My, Sholl sugpests, let the motion read
that it is desirable for the Government
at an early date io inquire if plantations
in the North-West are suitable for the
cultivation of rubber, cotton, and other
products . respect of which the Inhour
of aboriginal prisoners can he utilised.
To sueh a motion the majoriiy of mem-
bers will veadily agree. To ask the Gov-
ernment to establish such plantations
without knowing anything abont the mat-
ter, is I think asking too much. If the
hon. member will make that amendment
he will certainly have my support, and T
think the motion wiil probably result in
much guod.
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Hon. W. XINGSMILL (Metropoli-

tan-Snburban) : I cannot see anything
wrong with the motion as it stands ; that
is, the motion per se ; but I strongly oh-
ject to the motion being made a peg on
which to hang the remarks the bon. meni-
ber has appended thereto. 1 remember
inquiries being made ; and the establish-
ment of experimental plantations has
* always been a favourite project of my
own which on one or iwo aceasions I
have tried to put into execution. The
only dilfienity was that of employing
native labonr, to which the hon. member
has rveferved. 1 should like to assnre him
dispassionately, looking at the project
with as fair a mind as 1 can, that this
yuestion of the hunave treatment of the
aboriginal natives of the North-Western
and other parts of the State has received
wreat consideration. I think the hon,
wmember will acquit ihe present or any
preceding Government of a desire o be
inhmmane. 1 think he will eredit them
with a wish to treat thoze aborigines as
well as they ecan be treated compatibly
with meeting the ends of justice ; and I
can agsure him that the means which we
at present adept have stood the test of
every innuiry, and are those means which
after much consideration are econsidered
the best for the purposes io be effected.
There is one thing to which I seriously
vhjeet—to the State of Western Austra-
lia being held up as a State whieh has
systematically ill-treated its aborigines ;
and I venture to say this affer an experi-
ence of most of the States of Australia,
uot only of the towns but of the back-
hlocks in those States, an  experience
which T suppose has now extended over
twenty-five years amongst aborigines, I
can assure members that the aborigines
of no State in Australia are betfer treat-
ed than ours. Why, if the hon. member
had travelled through the hackblocks of
Queensland, or had visited the north of
South Australia sume years ago, he would
have fonnd that the comparatively trifling
incunvenienees to which our natives are
put are nothing te the things that hap-
pen and have Dappened in those States,
And yet we find members representing
those States in the Federal Parliament
holding up this State to obloquy, where-
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25 as 1 have said the methods which ave
now and have been employed in this
State eompare more ‘than favourably
with those in vogue in other States. This
has always been a subject on which T
have felt inclined to be rather leated,
to think that this State should be blamed
to-day for actions in comparison with
which the hehaviour of the other States
has been simiply execrable. A great deal
of nonsense has ben talked on this sub-
ject; and with regard to the agilation
some little time ago in England, which
had a sort of reerndescence not wvery
long ago, I happened to be aequainted,
when I was living in the North-West,
where T hate had wuch experience, with
the principal instigator of that agitation
—a gentleman who at that lime was em-
ployed as an engine-driver on a mine at
Bamhoo Creek, and whose prineipal
reason for objecting o the treatment of
the natives was that the squatters and
pastoralists by whom those natives were
employed were guilty of the shocking
ervelly of sending them harefoot on er-
rands. We here realise how absurd that
is.  Bul ik is otherwise with British audi-
ences. They think the squatter is a most
inhtunane person to send away a native
without boots into a land filled wilh
rocks and prickles. That was one of the
charges laid against this State, and the
wentleman who, during five or six months
I think, gathered so much information

_about the ill-treatment of our natives,

was able to some extent to horrify the
British public when he got to England

with statements of this and a similar
nature. To return to the subject of the

motion, the difficnlty which has hitherto
been found—and I think the Colonial
Secretary will find mention of this on
one of the files, the number of which I
cannot now remember—is the method of
conirolling the natives, The mover says
we should keep them withiz a palisade
around the plantation, T do not think
that would he altogether feasihle. The
spectacle of an infuriated warder run-
ing down his prisoners every morning
to get them to go to work would bhe un-
dignified for the warder, and the chase
would waste much valuable time. Again,
T think it would he «uite impossible to
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devise any gort of palisading which those
natives could not seale. That being so,
1 honestly do not see, speaking earnestly,
any other way of treating the natives
than as they are treated at present; and
it is a peculiar thing that we find that
those who have had experience with
natives are those who do not object to it,
while those who have not had much ex-
perience with tlie natives do ohjeet to it.
It is impossible that aequaintance with
these natives can bring ahout instincts
of cruelty. I du not think any lion, mem-
ber will argue that for a mement. 1 am
petfeetly certain that those who go into
the waste places of Ausiralia are rather
more apt to keep their humane instinets
than those whe live in the rush and tur-
wmoil of a town., As T have already said,
I am perfectly at one with the main ob-
ject the hon. member has 1n  view. I
thinic it would bhe a very admirable thing
indeed if it were possible for the Gov-
ernment to earry out this motion. It is
true that there are not many places on

the coast suitable for it, and as 1 have

already =aid the place menfioned in an
mterjection hy Mr. Shell, Deagle Bay,
15 undouhtedly one of the very best. that
is, so far as some of the products pro-
posed to be cultivated are concerned; but
no douht with every research possible it
may he found ihat other places would
recommend themselves. There iz always
thi= difficulty, the method of contrvol of
the natives on these plantaiions, and that
dilticulty has hitherto been found. Gov-
ernments have always been willing—I
know as a member of several Govern-
ments I have been—to initiate something
of this sort, but that has always been
the insuperable difficulty. It is just the
sume with white prisoners. T do not
know abeout members of this House,
but we hear members of another
plaee and a section of t{he publie
coutinually suggesting what a good
scheme it wold he to send while prisoners
out onr the land to clear it and carry out
agriculiural opevations. We have tried
that and the result has been extremely
disappointing. If the Government can
devise some means of safely controlling
the natives and giving them good work
to do in this particular direction, then I

[7 Aveust, 1907.]

on Plantations. 673
say the motion of the Lhow. gentleman is
one that deserves every support. So far
as I am concerned I am periectly pre-
pared to support the motion, and while
I do not think that the suggested amend-
ment is muech needed, still perhaps if
members think the matter should be pro-
ceeded with with greater caution, there
should be no dillienlty in accepting -the
motion with that amendment.

Hon. G. RANDELL {Metropolitan) :
I will move an amendment which I
think should meet the views of hon.
members, and should satisfy the hon,
menther who has moved in the matter.
I move an amendment—

“That the word *establish’ be struck
out, and the following inserted in lieu:
“take into consideration the aduvisability
of establishing.’”

While I am to a eertain extent in sym-
pathy with the hon. member I de not
think we should commit the Government
by such a motion to an expeaditure of
this kind, Mr, Ningsmill has told us
that a great deal of mmformation has been
furnished to Governments; so it would
he desirable to have thal information if
we possibly could befere we adopt n mo-
tion such as the hon. member has pro-
posed. T have a good deal of sympathy
with Mr. Pennefather’s aim and desire
to see the natives used in the best pos-
sible way, but there are a great many
questions that eome up in one’s mind to
be sctiled before we ean adopt a motion
such as this—whether the aborvigines are
suiiable for that part of the eountry,
whether the rainfall and climate are suit-
able, and whether the labour would really
be suitable for the cultivation of
these produets of the soil.  There
may be some dounbts upon that: and
I presume that the number of pris-
oners available would not be sufficient to
earry on more than one plantation, at
any rate with any possibility of suceess,
and T do net suppose prison labour is
quite {he most satisfactory in the world.
Tt might beecome an utter failure, but it
is desirable that we should as soon as
possible adopt any measure that can give
promise of success for the developwent
of our great North-West eountry. No
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doubi as time goes on development in
this direction will take place. Perbaps
it is premature at present, but it is not
premature to take the first steps towards
securing a knowledge of the produetive-
ness of that part of our great State, and
to that extent I am entirely with the hon,
member and would like to see anything
givimg promise of heing a successful
venture undertaken either by the Gov-
ernment or hy anybody else, or in the
direetion of giving assistance to those
willing to embark on an enterprise of this
kind in that portion of the State. There
is no doubt the railway from Port Hed-
Jand to Marble Bar will have a consider-
able influenee in the development not
only of the immediate neighbourhood of
the line but of the ecountry adjacent,
more or less near to it. Therefore it is
desirable that we should ascertain whether
these great articles of commeree which
Lhave been enumerated can he produced
satisfactorily in that country and thus
help to develop latent possibilities of the
State in any direction. I move the
amendment, I hope it will receive the
acceptance of the hon. member,

Hen, BE. McLARTY (South-West) :
I second the amendment. I am sure that
the hon, member who moved the motion
had the hest intentious in deing so, but
I would uot like it to go abroad that
there was any want of feeling of hu-
manity among members of this House
towards the aborigines, I think we are
all desirous, as the hon. member is, of
seeing that justice is done to them, of
sesing that they are treated in the most
humane manner possible, but my con-
tention is, as Mr. Kingsmill has already
stated, that it is an utter impossibility
to utilise native labour on the mainland
nnless the natives are in some way ham-
pered or restrieted from runming away
or abseonding. Mr. Pennefather says,
“Why do not the white prisoners ab-

seond®! But surely the cases are not
analogous, We know that white men

have eommon-sense; they know if they do
abseond they wonld be certainly appre-
hended; whereas the ahorigine if he can
once get elear of his eaptor thinks he
can evade capture for all time. I have
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had no experience of natives of the north,
but 1 have had experience of natives in
this part of the country when they were
very numeious, and I am certain that no
i with experience can eclaim that their
gervices can be utilised or that they ecan
be kept in custody unless they are in some
way prevented from absconding. The
hon. menmiber talks of palisading these
plantations.  Hew far reaching would
that be in its effect? T would like to
know {o what extent the hon. member
would go. 1f we are going to eultivate
a thousand aeres, what kind of a fence
are we going to put round to hoeld the
natives in? Tliey can scale a fence 20
feet high. T am net surve what plan could
be adopted to detain them, but I know
that if one took ent a hundred natives
into a plantation he would net have ten
left in a week’s time. They would es-
cape; they would go in spite of fhose
who might be in charge of them, and it
is an utter impossibility for a white man,
if he sees a native running away, to cateh
lim.  The catehing of the proverbial
greasy pig iz nothing to it, If one gets
hold of a native he must be a very strong
man to retain him in s grasp. It would
he n good thing for the State if this
native labour ¢ould be utilised and if the
natives conld do something to pay for
their keep and for the expense the coun-
try has heen put to, but it is too sericus
a matter to have these desperate charac-
ters about, They are not the innocent
lamhbs that some hon. members think they
are. Many of them are known as des-
perate characters. Take the native known
as Pigeon in the Kimberley eountry some
time ago. A number of lives was sacri-
ficed by that native withont any provo-
eation at all. He got possession of a
rifle and when he came across a white
man he would shoot him. I think founr
lost their lives while another, a worthy
settler, was shot through the hand and
disabled. Pigeon was not the only
native of that class.  After these natives
have heen in prison they arve far more
desperate, more ennning and more deter-
mined than they are in their native state
in the bush, and they defy the white man,
They 2o back to their tribes after having
served a term of imprisonment and be-
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come the ringleaders; they are intent on
doing desperate acts. T have some know-
ledge of what was done in the North, and
perhaps I have been a considerable snf-
ferer, but I am not in any way prejudiced
against the natives, because I recogmise
as a sruatter that we owe a good deal to
them; in sowme instances they have been
good and faithful servants and have done
considerable work for their employers,
but it is a faet that they must be ruled
with a strong hand if the white man is to
live in the eountry at all.  The hon. mem-
her gives a mecd of praise to the squaf-
fers. We have heard that over and over,
and [ think it is quite justitied, but I do
not believe the natives are illtreated ex-
cept in very rare cases which might
happen in anything. I am sure the
nafives are lreated in this State as well
as, if not better than, they have been in
other parts of Australia. I shall support
the amendment. I can go that far, be-
eanse probably the time will come when
the northern part of this country will be
very productive and we will he getting
from that part of our own State what
now we are importing from other eoun-
tries n laree quantities; but I protest
that ne man whe understands anything

of the native question iz 2oing to
put  natives te  work on  plantations

and fhink that he i going e retain
them. Of course T quite undersiand how
repulgive it is to see natives chained to-
gether.  No one wishes to see it, but
it iz abszolutely necessary. T do not
know of any other plan of keeping them.
I was hoping to hear the hon. member
sugwest somefhing, but he failed to do
that ; he left it to someone else to sug-
gest. It is a question that has heen oe-
cupying the minds of members of Parlia-
ment and of Governments for years and
years, and ne one has been able to solve
the difficulty. I think it will be many
vears before it is solved. If the natives
are not to have the upper hand and domi-
neer the settler, kill his cattle and commit
desperate acts, they will have to be kept
under restraint and given to understand
that they are to submit. I have nothing
farither to say than that I wo so far as
ta support the amendment, but I eannot
suppert the original motion.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) : I cannot agree, and [
ask ithe House not to agree, to the
motion, because I feel that it is asking
the Government fo take certain action
before inquiry of any kind has Dbeen
wade into the subject. I do not, how-
ever, see any ohjection fo carrying the
motion in the amended form moved by
Mr. Randell, and I hope the House will
accept it in that form. Asg was pointed
out by Mr. Kingsmill, this is not a new
question, this and former Govermments
having gone into this matter at consider-
able length. T suppose there is no men-
ber of this Chamber who has a larger
experience in this regard than Mr.
Kingsmill, who spent many years in the
hackblocks of the State, has also had a
lengthy experience of this (southern}
part of ihe eountry, and has filled rhe
position of Minister eontrolling the Abori-
gines Department. He has pointed out
—and I bave also have found it to be
the ease—that it is a difficult problem
indeed to find suitable employment for-
prisomers—not only aborigines but white
prisoners, though the remark applies
with more force to the aborigine prison-
ers in the Far North, where the providing
of suitable occupation for native
prisoners is almost out of the question.
I feel that the mover's suggestion to
enclose the proposed plantaiions by pali-
sading is impracticable, in view of the
nature of the palisade that wounld be re-
quired to retain the natives and the ex-
tent of the area to be enclosed. I regret
thaf Western Ausiralia has apparently
—and without any cause T maintain—
obtained a bad name iu the treatinent
of ahorigines. I have had experience of
one other State, Queensland, where the
conditions approximate to those of this
Siate, and T claim that Western Aus-
tralia. in her treatment of aborigines,
compares favourably with the treatment
meted out to aborigines in that or
any Australian State. It may at
first sound particularly dreadful to hear
that aborigine prisouers are chained by
ithe neck ; but it must be borne in mind
that the natives prefer chaining by the
neck to being ehained by the lex or
hands.  Tndeed it would be impraeticable
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to ¢hain native prisoners by the hands
when bringing them some distance, be-
cause a native conld easily slip the ordi-
nary handeuffs. But apart from that,
the native prisoners when being travelled
prefer the neck-chaining, as that method
leaves them the free use of their limbs.
These chains are as light as it is pos-
sible to make them with any degree of
safety, the average weight being 341b.
10 each man. They are not now heavy
chains such as were used in past years.
As Mr. Kingsmill has said, there ave a
number of papers in the Aborigines De-
partment dealing with this subjeet, and
these can at any time be mwade available
to the hon. member, and will no doubt
afford him eonsiderable information on
the subjeet. T think that on recon-
sideration the mover will see it is im-
possible for the (Government, as sug-
gested by the motion, to estahlish plan-
tations without first making inguiries
tnto the question. Some inquiry has
already been made into the matter; and
farther inquiry c¢an bhe made, not only
into the question whether it is possible
to in this way utilise prison labour in
the North, but also info the resources
i the direction of tropieal produets of
the great North-West. The Govern-
ment have no objection to making in-
quiry as tv whether native prisoners ean
he employed at that particular occupa-
tion; but personally T am doubtful if
the scheme suzgested is a practical one.
1 think a better way of achieving the ob-
jeet aimed at would be to permit the
different missions estahlished in the
North-West to extend their operations
in the direction of experimenting in the
class of tropical products that can be
successfully grown there, thus providing
the natives with employment of a deserip-
tion that will prevent their becoming
eriminals. While not agreeing to the
motion, I see no vhjection to the amend-
ment.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER:
Speaking to ihe amendment, T confess
at once that the observations made by
some hon. members, and the amendment
moved by Mr. Randell, to a certain ex-
tent facilitate, if they do not actually
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Bills.

achieve, the object I have in view. At
the smme time I am in the diffeulty
that before tabling this motion I made
inquiries at the Agrienltural Depart-
meut as to the possibility of establish-
ing plantations. I got information from
the experts of the department that the
feasibility of the proposal was bevond
doubt. I took the farther preeaution of
reading some literature dealing with
the subject which the departmental
officers were good enough to lend me.
From this T learmed, as has already
heen pointed out to-day by Mr. Kings-
mill, that so far as the experimenial
stage is concerned, the question of the
class of .products that can be grown in
that part of the State has been deter-
mined long ago. It seems to me, if T
may be permited to say so, that this sub-
Ject has been a reewrring one for in-
quiry; but nothing farther than inguivy
has ever been attempted. Immediately
the subject is raised it is suggested that
inquiry should be made as to something
about which everybody knows every-
thing that is likely to be learned by
that inquiry; and then the thing goes
by the board—whether the Government
does inquire or nut 1s anofbher matter,
At any rate the evil is put off for the
day; and that, to my mind, is a reason
why I veluetantly regret that T am un-
able (o aceept the amendment moved on
this motion by Mr. Randell. If the
amendment be carried, its only effeet will
be to have one more inquiry held in re-
spect of which no action will be taken,
aml the matter will he once more
shelved. That is my only veason for
not aeecepting the amendment ; other-
wise I should gladly bave done so.
Amendment put and passed ;
motion as amended agreed to.

the

BILLS—FIRST READING.
1, Permanent Reserve Revestment ;
2, Bankers’ Cheques; received from ihe
Legislative Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT.
On motion by the Colonial Secretary,
the House adjourned at 543 o’clock,
until Tuesday next.



